Dear Parents and Families,

| am very excited to inform you of our next big learning adventure! Starting this week,
each child will become the author of his or her own blog! Internet savvy is more important
than ever in our world, and blogging and social networking have become huge forums for
discussions and the sharing of knowledge. As | work to prepare your child for their future,
| want to give them as many authentic writing experiences as possible.

| am thrilled to have found Kidblog as a resource. Kidblog (at kidblog.org) is designed
specifically for teachers and students, and is completely secure.

Why Kidblog Blog Support Create a Class

Login ¥

d Simple
r Your Students

12 students have a voice at Kidblog.
d by teachers around the world.

lass for free in 20 seconds -

s free for teachers. Always.

Secret Code?

| have set up a class network of blogs, where each child has their own, and they are all
connected through me. In this way, we can communicate amongst each other, but our
work will not be visible or accessible to the public at large. Your child will have their own
specific password, which will give them access to edit their own blog, as well as the ability
to comment on other students’ blogs. However, each and every post and comment will
come to me first for approval. In this way | can monitor the conversations and ensure that
everything is positive and appropriate.

Because our class is made up of young children who are still learning their way around
reading, writing, and technology, | will also be counting on you to support your child’s work
in this project. | know many of you may be very comfortable with this type of thing, and
for others it may be brand new. In order to support you and your child, | have created this
guide to help you to understand how to navigate and maintain a blog. So, here goes!

When accessing our class network, you can get there in one of two ways. The easiest is
to put this web address directly into your browser.

(Write in your class blog address here.)
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If you do that, it will take you directly to a screen that looks similar to this (with my name at
the top):

Recent Posts Show (25 [#) posts from ((AnyTime | %

Welcome! Mrs. Langdon 0

If, at any time, you forget the web address for our class, you can also access it through a

search. You can go directly to Kidblog.org There is a small tab in the upper right hand
corner that says “login.” If you click on that, you are prompted to either enter the class
web address, or my email address. You can enter my email address:

in this box.

Home Why Kidblog Blog Support Create a Class

(cle}

Blo gs ror xour >tuaents ...

Ov <2 million K-12 students have a voice at Kidblog.
¥ «dblog is trusted by teachers around the world.

Set up your class for free in 20 seconds -

no student email addresses, no ads.

Create a Class!

Kidblog is free for teachers. Always.

Secret Code?

It will then take you to a screen that reminds you what our actual link is, and it will give
you a link to click on to get there.

Home Why Kidblog Blog Support Create a Class

Look up your Kidblog class URL:

At Kidblog, each class has its own special login page. Search for your class here.

— =

Here you go!

Special note to teachers:

Have you ever wondered why your students should have to remember a different
username/password for everything they do on the Web? Yeah, we think that's silly too. So
we've built the best student login system ever.

Each Kidblog class gets their own unique URL (e.g. kidblog.org/YourClass). Your students simply
choose their name from a list of people in the class. No more usernames like "Sarah87692638"
to remember, or handing out complex login information on slips of pa

Your unique class login page is THE place for your students to log i
below to your classroom website so students can find their bls

Kidblog. Add the link(s)

find their login page by searching
in" tab at the top of the Kidblog.org

But, if any of your students do get lost (it happens), they,
for the teacher's username or email address from the g4
homepage.
Happy Blogging!

1. Mrs. Langdon's Class
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Using either method, you should end up on a screen that looks similar to this:

Recent Posts Show (25 [4) posts from (‘AnyTime [¢)

Welcome! Mrs. Langdon (1]

From there, your child will need to login to his or her personal blog. There is a small “Log
In” button in the upper right hand corner of the above page. Click on that, and you will
arrive at a screen that looks like this:

Select Your Name

Password

There is a drop down list of all of the blogs in our network (basically, each student, as well
as me.) Your child will select his or her name, and then enter their password. | have
assigned passwords for each student, which | will send to you separately.

Addison

Password
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Once logged in, the screen will look very similar. However, your child will now have
access to a tab on the top called “MY BLOG.” If they are ready to post something on their
blog, this is the place to go.

LIRN - Kolc- | MY BLOG | NEW POST

Recent Posts Show (25 %) posts Ngm (Any Time |4

VISITOR STATS 148 VIEWS

Welcome!

This will then take your child to their own, personal blog. There, they can read what they
have already posted, as well as any comments that have been left. In addition, they can
add a “New Post” by clicking on the “New Post” button.

My Categories
See the blog directory fora list of all blogs. No categories
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Once you click on “New Post”, you will enter a new area of the blog with a new set of
options. It will take you directly to the “Add New Post” screen, which looks like this:

&t Dashboard L) Review Posts ¢ Comments &, Profile Help
5+ Add New Post
Publish
Save Draft Preview

Upload/insert Media: (2 Visual  HTML Status: Draft
Fontfamiy ~ A~ 9 Visibilty: Public

Move to Trash Submit for Review

Tags

Separate tags with commas

Choose from the most used tags

This is the screen where your child will type any text they want to include in their post, and
upload any photos they want to include in a post. | will explain how to add photos shortly.
Please review the diagram below to find several important features.

{3} Dashboard S "V 51 (L) Review Posts (2 Comments &, Profile Help
5~ Add New Post
<«—— Enter the post title here. fuoeeh
Save Draft Preview A

Upload/nsert Media: () Visual HTML uS: Draft

B I U Fontsze v Fontfamily v A~ ) | ( Visibility: Public

= =

[

=|=| sl |Fg
== — Move to Trash

Tags

Save a post
here that is
not ready to |
be published. *

Separate tags with comm3

Begin typing the
content of the
post here.

Use these keys for formatting,
just as you would in any word
processing program.

Preview a
post to see

Publish a post (which will send how it will

it to me for approval. It will not
appear on the blog until |
approve it.)

published.
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In this area of the blog, you will also have access to other types of information, including
your child’s “Dashboard” (with statistics on their posts and comments), all of their posts

(which they can review or edit at any time), their “Comments” (that they receive on their
own posts), and their “Profile” (where they can edit the look of their blog.)

Here is what each of those areas looks like:

“Dashboard”

i Dashboard ewPost (] ReviewPosts (2 Comments & Profile

E Dashboard [EZES My casses

Blog Activity
Addison
0 Published Posts
o Drafts
0 Comments
0 Comments for Me
Change Avatar

“Review Posts”

(&} Dashboard s NewPost MU0 Comments 4, Profile

& Posts | Addnew

All (0) | Trash (1)
Bulk Actions = Apply Show all dates

0 Title

No posts found.

O Title

Bulk Actions 4 | Apply

Help

Recent Comments
No comments yet.

Recent Posts

Posts RSS

Welcome!
by Mrs. Langdon - Mar 24 at 10:47 AM

g -

Help

Categories Tags L Date

Categories Tags L] Date
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“Comments”

{5} Dashboard s* NewPost [[| Review Posts  JCIUe"™ TP & Profile Help

‘;;,/‘ Comments m Comments For Me

All | Pending (0) | Approved | Trash (0)

Show all comment types  § Fiter

O Author Comment Original Post
No comments found.
O Author Comment Original Post
“Profile”
T T CIees BT e POTE ey O]
i Dashboar s+ New Post (L) Review Post & Comments B2 11 Help
SRR Yo Profile
Display Neme Addson Kidbiog ID: 83e110f5-67c0-4211-8508-2689118c5eb3 ©
Blog Title Defaut if blank: “Addison’s Biog"
Old Password Required to change password or email.
New Password Leave biank if not changing password.
Email
Avatar
Change avatar (Save other changes first)
Class Beach Blue Bluebird Green Knaki Licorice Notepad  ® Patchwork  © Retro
Theme
Update Profile

Your child will probably be particularly interested in their profile section early on. This is
where they can choose the “theme” or look of their blog, as well as change their profile
picture if they so desire.
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Now | will explain how to upload photos. You can use any digital photos that you have on
your computer. So, if you take a photo on your phone, ipad, or other camera and load it
on to your computer, it will be available. Just be sure you know where you have saved it
on your computer. For example, you might want to make a folder called “kidblog photos”
to make things easy on yourself, and save any photos that your child wants to use in that
folder.

First, go to the “New Post” tab, where your child can enter a new blog post. On that
screen, just above the large text box, there is a button called “Upload/Insert Media.” Click
on that small camera.

(] Review Posts (> Comments &, Profile Help

5+ Add New Post

Publish

Save Draft Preview

Upload/nsert Media: (=) Visual HTML Status: Draft
B I U Fontsize v | Fontfamily v A~ Visibility: Public
— === U8
= = Move to Trash Submit for Review

Tags

Separate tags with commas

Choose from the most used tags

It will open a dialog box that looks like this: (Click on the “Select Files” button when you
get here.)

mputer | From URL  Media Library

Add media files from your computer

You are using the multi-file uploader. Problems? Try the browser uploader instead.

Maximum upload file size: 9MB.
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You will then be able to browse on your computer to find the photo or photos you want to
upload. If your child wants to put two or three photos in to the post, you can upload them
all at the same time. To select multiple photos at the same time, you just hold the Ctrl or
Command (for a MAC) key down as you select the photos. This is the time when you will
need to know where on your computer you saved the photos, so that the upload is simple.
Once you have uploaded the photo/s, your screen will show the photo that is available.
You can either exit out of this dialog box, or hit “Insert into post.” If you hit “insert into

post” the photo will appear in the blog post.

You are using the mutti-file uploader. Problems? Try the browser uploader instead.

Maximum upload file size: 9MB.

File name: IMG_6006.jog
File type: image/jpeg
Upload date: March 25, 2013

®  Dimensions: 3254 x 2448

Image URL hitp://iiles.kidolog.org/244115/ikes/IMG_8008.jog

Caption
Alignment

Insert into Post | Delete

Once it is inserted, it will look something like this: (You can also center or right/left align
the photo by using the same buttons that you use for text. Simply select the photo, then

hit whichever button you want to use.)

ATl < New Post [ Revilew Posts () Comments # Users  [i Settings

5+ Add New Post

Link: hitp:/kidblog.org/MrsLangdons Class-3/180cd1e6.2geatid-b772-TeeedB2a8144/40/

Upload/insert Media: Visual| HTML

B I U Font ~ Fontfamiy + A~ ®

ol
Path: p » img.size-medium wp-image-41 aligncenter
Word count: 6 Draft saved at 3:50:50 pm.

Discussion (applies to this post only)

Publish
Save Draft Praview
Status: Draft Edt

Visioiity: Public Edit

1) Pubish immediately Edt

Tags

Separate tags with commas

Choose from the most used tags
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Writing a blog post is just one thing your child will be doing as part of this project. The
other step will be to read and comment on other students’ blogs. In order to do this, they
will need to access the other blogs.

First, click on the button on the very top of the blog that says, “ 's Class.”
It is in large text in the blue bar at the top of the screen.

My Classes

osts () Comments Z Profile

57 Add New Post

Enter title here Publish

T
Upload/nsert Media: () Visual  HTML Status: Draft
B I U| Fontsze v Fontfamiy v A~ 9 & Visibility: Public

o0
111

1=

e

A RERRIRE

Move to Trash Submit for Review

Tags

Add |
Separate tags with commas
Choose from the most used tags
~
A
§ 1

Path: p
Word count: 0

It will take you back to a screen similar to this:

K Mrs. Langdon's Class My Ciasses Control Panel  Addison [l Log out

LEN:- K. co8 MY BLOG NEW POST

Mrs. Langdon's Class

Recent Posts Show (25 %) posts from (AnyTime |#)

N L - commens [

Welcome! Mrs. Langdon 0
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When you scroll down on the page, you will see a list of all the students in the class. If
you click on another student’s name, you will be taken to their blog.

L] (MY BLOG NEW POST

. Langdon’s Class

nt Posts

Search...
snow (25 |#) posts from (Any Time (g%

oA Comnens | ETETT

lelcome! Mar.  Mrs.
24 Langdon

l’.:l A=

No categone:

No links

® &
wgoOn
Addison

Alaina
Alex
Ava
Ben
Brett
= Cameron
Drake
Emily
Emma
Felix
Hayden
lan
.\ Jukia

When you get to that student’s blog (or my blog), you will be able to read their posts. You
will also be able to make comments. Immediately under a post, there is link that says,
“Leave a comment.” Your child can simply click on that link and type in a comment on the
post.

K Mrs. Langdon's Class My Ciasses Addison

Y vV e v O

@(m. oEanngn J j@db[’og

AllBlogs | MyBlog | Mrs.Langon's Kidblog | m-m

Mrs. [angdon's
Q@et’comel Jrags

24.2013010:47 AM ments
Mrs. [angdon's
Dear Kindergartners, .
Categories
| am very excited because you are all going to have your own blog! We are going to type, write, No categories
share, and explore, which will be so fun! So let's get started!

Sincerely, y
incerely, Comments on iy

Mrs. Langdon Posts

Leave a comment No comments on my posts yet.
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A dialog box will come up, where your child will type in their comment. They will then
need to hit “submit comment” to send it. Remember, all comments will come to me first
for approval, so your comments will not appear on the blog immediately.

Mrs. Langdon's Class My Ciasses Control Panel  Addison Ml Log O

Jeave a Comment

Logged in as Addison. »Log out

Submit Comment

©2013 Mrs. Langdon's Class
Powered by Kidblog
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Ok, that’s about it! Please know that this is a brand new experience for me as well, so we
will all be learning together as we go. Here are some important guidelines to keep in
mind:

1. Don’t be afraid to ask! | will try to answer questions through email to help if need be.
You can also type questions into google and get lots of assistance. Kidblog is run like
Wordpress blogs. | will put this document up on the main class website as well (under
the Projects tab), so you will always be able to reference it if you need to.

2. Let your child do the work. While | know that your child will need your help, please let
them do most of the work! They should be the one holding the mouse, clicking on
boxes, and making things happen. If need be, you can stand over their shoulder and
direct them, but please let them do it. That is the only way they will learn!

3. Let your child do the typing as well. | do not expect long blog posts or comments. | do
want your child to begin to practice with the keyboard, and to do the work of finding the
letters they want. They can work on a computer or an ipad, but let them do the hunting.
They may need a few reminders about certain keys, like the Enter/Return key and the
space bar. Please encourage them to use spaces and punctuation, and practice
figuring out how to do that. | will instruct them here at school, and you can support
them at home. They can also do the spelling. Invented spelling is expected and
welcome! As long as your child is attempting to hear and record sounds (and not just
typing gibberish or holding down keys) it is great. | expect to see things like “l wz hpe
to go to Shcugo fis wknd.” if they are trying to type “l was happy to go to Chicago this
weekend.” | would not expect “dddddddddhhhhhhhhhhhwwwwwwwww.” Please
contact me if you want clarification.

4. Encourage interaction! One of the most wonderful things about the internet is the ease
it provides for us in communicating with people. Encourage your child to make
comments on other blogs, ask questions, and reply to comments that are left on their
own blog. Let’s make this a conversation!

5. Have fun. | am super excited to use this great tool to encourage wonderful writing,
video work, science recordings, and more. Please let me know if you have ideas as
well - | am open to exploring!
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A Bit More About Mel




